0% POST OFFICE DISASTER.

e ————

Report of Postmaster James'
Commission.

The Original Defects To Be Remedied—"The In-
structions Given nnd Work Performed.

Sad Results of a Defective
Truss.

VERDICT OF THE CORONER'S JURY,

Wasmivaroy, May 0, 1877,

The commiszion appointed by Pustmasier James of
New York, under instrucilons from tho Sccrelary of
the Treasury, to inquire into the causes of the late
accident at the Now York Pomi Office building have
made ap extended repurt, Alter reciting thu faot of
their organization and the witnosses examived, the
commission prococds:—

THE FACTS DEVELOFED.

The facts ire found to be nx foullows:—0On Julx 11, 1874,
Im.luilnr win sent from the Supervisiug Architect's
0l b= .

nnd

Coury Honge, Now York City : -
“srn—=1I send herowith plun and section showing the de-
slgn for the uuw court room Lo be tonmid in the bulldi

“Tressuny DerantMest,
OFFICE OF SUPKRVISING ARCHITECT,

duly 11, 157
“To Hon, ¢, T. Hurtwonn, Superintendent Fost Uflice

der yonr eharge in tho third sod tourth storles, s

=)‘ the jud, ot the Conrs.  You will provesd Lo r o

por bewdis and o Bt oup the room ne shown fu the

aecompanylog  plans, which  you  will  pleass  gure-
revise nnd  inform mo (0 theve I an

¥
the snme Into eMeet, or 10 thers nro
ves orplane,  You will see that o consldernble
M{:uuus of furring will be raqoirod to garey out the desien,
which will be dune by the contraetor tor the iron lathing
whon a deeision Is rendernd in reenrd thereto. Very res
lyfulully, A. . MULLETT, Supervising Architect,”
n order to enery out the ubove inatructions ot Me, Mul-
Jett atier ol bowms, eonstituting the tuen lourth Moor, was
removed lrum the siace now oceapled by the United Stutes
Unmdunl Conrt room, in orider 10 glve it ineronsod
helght of geiling, and n brick purtitlon wall  then
dividing the room trapsversely, wis removed to in
drease ita longth, This brick wall, whieh nnd also ex-
tonded through the ottie story of the building  and
varcleidl 4 portlen  of the reof, was under these
lustruetions n?‘nluﬁ tu be supported abuve the celling of
tho court room by o wraught iran givder, introduced wt the
timo the wall wits removed | bo hisuficloney of shin glrder
proved to be the primary cause welelh Bunlly lod tolthe sud
ceatastroplio of May 1. This girder was med ol two rolled
iron banma, fiteen inches deep, pinoed side by sids, hloekad
npart h{ five cost dren separatues o Bling pleces, through
mel of whieh passed two onednch wrought iron bolts,
lis wrirder, besides 1tn own weirhit, was compelled to sup-
Eurr.' 45 1-10 square toet of attle Hour, with its fron boames,
rick uealies mnd unususlly hesvy fling of solld conerets
also 745 square feot ol revanining transverso hrick wal in
the other story, twalve inihes thick. and finnlly to earry the
silitionsl load of ST square fevt of rool deck, with
its fron beams, corrugnted iron arches, conereta filling and
sopper covering, busldes the i 1 I wolghe
duw to wind and anow, No copy of the plan_reforred to bn
My, Mulleti's lotter can be found in the office of the New
York superintendent, nor does any record there sopent of u
written deseription ur specifieation for this girder: conse-
i y It s not possibile for your commission to vetermine
whether the demgr loe the girder wan mnide or kpproved by
Ji‘l.lthllmmi.uln of the Washiugion offive ot the Supervising
rehlioer.

The engineer of that offico, Mr. Schumann, nssorts that ho
never knaw the dimotalans of this glrder nor the method of
e construction, and two witnesses, Mr. Thomas, muster
mnwon, and r. Worms, fron worker, testily that
thoy were dirccted by the msiwinut  superintendeng,

f, Fieinmetz, to n  pirder  from twe ool
the  bewms tuken ouv ol the  toor, which wad
temoved to give incressed height to the court roan.
Tuomns states thut bo eallen the sitention of Stelnmetz to
ine insufficiency ot the girder, sou that he sogrosted the
mzroduction of n rolleving areli over itin the aitie wail
teferion to. Mr. Stelunrets {nnints in his sostiniony that e
reparded it as sufficient, bue still had insde uo ealenlution
of fia streugth.

il
Iin&uhy In earryin
srrurs In 0

HIGNN OF WEAKNKSS,

At a subsequent pariod, the precise date of which no
tonti y ninolutely estabilshes, the gener was discovered
to shiow siigns of wenkness, as an openlug soout foartesn
feos wito und ten feet high wis tuken ont of the nteld wall
to roiduve Jt. hen the court roow colling wus farced nud
plustorod mnnu-nl.l{ o the winter of 1574 nud 1875) the
pirder was bidden from view. Subsequently the celiing
erueked and fraetures wers notleed in the Lrick work,
at the Jamuns of the opening of | he nttic wall above, ava ic
sppears that Mr. Oakshott, the present sopervising los
rpector b charge, directed the attention of Mr. Sehumann,
s well ns of Mr. .!'!I:Ilen‘ to the emdition of both euiling
snd wail, und suzcostod that the whoie wall should e re.
moved, and that its pluce as u support tor the resl deck
shiould be supplind by i benwn, nnd thut Mr. Mullewt ngreed

o the tion 1o Mr. Hill, the present
Bupervising Architect.
o following extruot of & letter from Mr. Mullegt to Mr.

HIll is in complinnce with that promigg;—
‘Nkw Yonx, Dec. 2, 1478,
“Jamus G, Hicy, Esq., Supervising Arclitoct i—

U =In makin : piterations in the vriginal destgus o peo.
wvide lur the Cominal Conrt rovm » hrlef partltlon waill was
Teft in the Hith stoey, supportod by o Leam thnt wiss tot
snitabile wid should hivo Leen | d. 1t subiag Iy
settlod wud caused w ernck W appear in the colling of tlie
court foon,  Ellorts were nade to reinedy this by the lnte
Ansintant superintendout by laving o lirge oponing in the
wull, This is wor, however, an efectanl comedy, and 1 ear-
noatly recommend the ramovial of the wall nnd the insertion
of & roul truss iu the vther cases. Very ruwuﬁ!hun

E LLeTT,
“Supervising Architeot New York Post Ofioe, "

On Aoril 2, 1877, Mr. Ondoshott addressed the subjolned

letter to Me, 1L =
APRIL 2, I8TT,

"3 amws G, Fin, Ena, Sapervising Architeet, W wshington,

“Hin=You will no donbt remember that during one of
your recent visits to this hllllillmi I called your ntteniion to
the settlement of o beick wull dalviding the large rommn in
the Bith story (now wsed us & dormitory) wud dﬁ:ell_‘r N2 3
the Urlminnl Cours voom. earelully noted the sot-
tlement and fina that the erueks in the eourt toom eeiling
canaed by the samo are lucressing, wmt I6 1 necessary to
remove the wiil at once, substituting us a ‘4 lor the
rool a fron truss of the sume design wst "
tion in the adjoining rooms,  Thess trusmes wer

nllngg Heldge Company at n conteaet

ol §438 47 wach. Enclosed plose find prop wl Messrs
Henvelman, Hoven & o, for supplying the addtional
truss for the sum of U0 whleh, It will e seen, Is S35 47
Tess than the contract price of the Kelloge dridge Qom.
nny.

. "ijn vigw of the emergency of the case, I hove anecepted
the propasal of Messrs, Heuvelman, Huveo & Uo,, anid, ae
the work §s propuily presecvatlon and repair of & public
tmiiding, I wouls pectiully rog that the expeniditurs
Lo Authorizen from List appropristion.  Very respoct ully

1l UARSHUTE, Bupervising Inspeetor in unuru,-n."'

Mr, I approved the saction of Mr. Oakaboty, ms eox-
pressed lu the fultowing communiention ; -

CEREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE BUPKEVISING A RCHITECT,
apell 3, 1877, )
“Tromas I Oaxsnort, Fupervising Inspactor i chnrge of

I.Inll.ui suntes Post Oflice and Ggurt Honse, New 1org

eity :—

“alk~Iu reply to yous letier of the 24 Inst you sre ad-
vired that your netlon In aceepting the proposals of Messrs,
Heuvelmnan, Haven & Co. loc supplying an iron tease mt

tof $23:4 ns a snppert for that porthon of the oot of the
building under vour suparvision immediately above tha
Iarge room fo the Hith story over the Uirendd Court rovn
pmnde necessnry by the removal ol an in re briek wail)
Is upnroved,  You whil plewse prepare and ve Ivers
for thiw work, wnich will bo pald oy .he disb = ngent,
oA, Arthar, Esq,, upon prosentatl on, feom tomds o his
hands under tho approprintion fur repales aond proserviation
of publio bulldiugs tor 1877, Vory respectiuliy,

“JAMES G UILL, Bupervising Srchitest

Toa proposition of Heavelmun, Haven & Co . relorced to,
which Mr. Unkahiott bid secepted, is u W L

“Orrick ur HErveLma laven & Uo W)
Nog, TT AND D LIRRRTY NTREET.

New Youk, Mareh 90, 1877, )
“Mr, 9. 11 Oagsnorr. superiniendent o clinrge Unitod
Hraten Fost Uttier, Now Yurks

sh ome trass under the
P i -ﬁmu u-lsmu
wnpectull
HAVEN & C0" <
eapining the charnetor of this

“LEAR SIR—Wao
ol ul the Post Uflice,
thuwn uow in place, fur
Fours, H

A momoranidum in peneil

wo to |
b

the
LU

‘The ennstruction sol delivery of this truss proceeded un-
r the orders of Supervisiog Inspeetor Oakslott,  Mr
Dongnerty, aiso, unider o s divection soored wp tho rouf, ro-
wmoved the attie o vk the new tress was placed lu posi-
thon by cuntracto

PRION TOOTIE AC)

Mr, Oakshioty states that, in eonsequence of other duties,
he D byt piskie time to devoto o e Post Ofew, taeath
cally wend throngh the building iwige vach day, (in
o Al T, e AL acemipioied by Mr. Unksbon,
we Post Gfies and walged theough tie room whbore

DENT,

ilent veenrred, thie Gomporncy shores being stil o
powltion. Mr. bLD testifies that s time wis  limited,
s he wis on Diis wey  to Albany, and thee be did
00 WAL IpE e baper s eritredliy any work in tha nihding.

Hisuttention. howev r, wis direeted to the fees that e
srnes was sl o s plave, On wue lollowing duy, May 1,

M. Dongherty, the foreman in chnrge, having repoetod the
sries b b esmindete,  without  any  lormsl  ocder |
of  Me. COumshort o that  elifect, bnt  apparentiy
ander  Tiis  amplicd  pormission,  sroceeded 10 sirike
the  twmporary  shcres wibho wress  enrs, U

b nt the wsouth en he trusw, whiva e

thn eoreidor wn 1y el slichily

T with'n scre

wntioaly Lowewd
of tha e, Th
orth wnd of tho trss amd on the ¢

]
wow erest
alile,

THE ACEIIEST,

Within three to five s alter [ was take
sntliw aoutiomil rond wh thils now broas was oy vl 1o
earry fell W e Betowe, n edlumilty whieh has veca-
shonieal the present serviee ol the conimission. A voiopari
st of the Tallem teoss with the one wdjevant ami mow
wunding, whinh wis w0 ba eoplod (w the constraetion of
bio new one, peveals the faet of seversl i portans diffae.
ences,

(A plan ol the model tenss, gonde Trom setnnl mensire.
ment tnken by the eommmsslon, s sppendea w0 the report
wind o ke AT miee oo o the aew trnes, s miblaeiy

mieasured, s bt mow lies, morked B0 Chotographile ropre.
senbatl ne 0l & purtion of the fallen truss wro olao ndden,

and Lrnean 1o the vers
i, il phis sbran ebng

wimjly  restad upe
wiy. The wew (Fugs wis sk ol W
wepihy wid conmngnent I8 et

strenghn (the fmoiof o sa mr. WK CnrFEs W,
withons Interal sre,  The rout beas, Dnstend of aligy
g fnte woid o anibly breaving the wppar ochord of the

wrons toowhial dn the old trnss they are secured by shgle
froms wnd butts, costed Whon (0 and wors nob in any wiy se
sueed o 1t,  Toe truss was docronsod o depth suont nine
Inehies, aml, conseguently, the proporlon of sbpartficus
strength (ble tnetor ol salety) wis ditninistind,
M CARAIGTT & INSTHUCTIONS
M, Omboshote bestified that be lad divoeved the controe.

pirs for toe trusserepresonted o this eovasion by Mr
Hoanven —to theasure securately the tenss adineent 1o thie

b T sttt ted tor tho wall wnd 1o daplienis 1t ex-
setiy s whse thnt satmeguently be dirceted Me. Havon 1o
Irope kit Tty bt mine Inehes, o that Loe ronl
Wi W Wb e, Amstend of hitting agsinst e
o roml b piing bew v ebord, wed that this and wn in
rmen i Kl 0 fool thess chanuel hars was the only

shnn fie permitbed or know of o Tarshor ytates thint hin
wrrentbon v the sehieidule of moaterials inruish ol oy
e Mavws, we (8 wnn nerely o merorandum ot Me, ffaven‘s
1@ Susis vhwbo lunwing Wis estlaaie y bhle Wwowioraud am

vnmndbdpmr and is written in pencil. (Copy sn-
ne.

W, HAYEN'S CLAIM,

Mr. Haven elalma thas this memorandum was an essen-
vnl p‘r&a Bis contruct: thet he wan st ealled upon to s
any work not specilically set down on i1, and thal, us por
thons of the sruss naed us 0 model=via, its prineipal iefier
with fts braelng both Tateral nod to the wdjncent strul wers
mob enumerated in 18- le was nos reg 10 supply the
and that o bls opluion as this prncipal colter was alao nse
e une 0t |I|u ud‘mﬂ :1 t u:: lf“ml tlun 'l: I"“'lul
wne complote without 1L or sny sabstitute for itz thet in bis
oplnlon the rool welght wus” botter plaged with the roof
Loams pesting on the top chord of thie truss than it th
wers to iy and secored by an irons, and that
his oplown no sthor method of seenrng the roul besnms
the chord of the truss was umuu'z.

Mr. Dukahutt testifies that Le had the cimost rellance in
Mr. Haven's Judgment snd skil| ano i the y reat e xperionc

Mr. Donghierty ; that he did not gdve the lmau'd formw
Innpection bafure its (wll, or notice that it di L
thwliy trvm Los pequired modols; lie had pever accepted or
appruved Ik, unr ally direcied the shores tu be struck
an# wne truss to recelve [bs uitimate lom,

r. Donggherty testitios that he notieed 1he difference, bat
ﬂﬂ' y It unimporsant, that e did nos repors 6w Mr,
ot

CONOLUAION OF THE EVIDENCE

An examination of (wets wid weasuremonis and compu.
iations made by the comuilsslon prove—

First=1hat suw girder Introduced under the wall w
the alteraiion was mado in the nlun Hiates Couet "
was su lmsufficlent for the purpose that It must have long
aun talled had it not been Tor the furtunate faes thas the
brick wail whieh it anlfuorlo- was & particulnrly sound and
atrong one, und thit It proved to be not only practieally
sellsuntalning, but alse won the principle thas [t eontainnd
s natural archi to have been avle 1o nold the welght of the
roul besides, and that the seld girdar is so losuthclent in

reportion that when now relleved, ns It wos by the wall,
E-m all the welght of the root and all the welght of that
portion of the wisl lwell above ite natural lines of fructurs
whieh runs as an atgle trom the extrome ands of the girder,
pothing  bus  the (aet  that 6 happensd (o he

o p ‘{ goud tron, ana that the fleor
wbove [t had never been londel by wnordinarily groat
welghi, tunuud the Uriminil Court room hepedh
from hwving been the pos-ible acenn of w (ar more gerions
weeident than ’hui whieh hus now been |
abuwy It The glrder hun now u detloet|
hall lnches, withs lon f ﬂuﬂ{lun lao
Tnlf iughes betweon its boarings  ‘The extent of the cracks
intho eelitng of the Urlminal Court room did wol neces.
rirlly Indlcite exact eurvature of, and consequent danuer
from, the giraee, for the cotling han »ome self-anstainin
power ludependens of the foor on which [t (s hang, ns in
proved by the fuct that many of s s rulldlu( FiHlR e
ioona (the Hoor bk sagged In places nore than the eetilng) .

A the strength of tha sivder s fmpaired, althongh the
mdn load (8 wos [utended to carey in remioved, and is under
wo vonabtion I Lo strong enonzn to support with w suffeisnt
margin ol suloty thut porcun of the Hoor above which it in
selll called upon to earey, your Commisslon, under the cir-
enmstnnees, may be excused IF they recommend thut It ve
elthor matarially strovgthiened or” that [t place be sup-
pliva by a vaw wod propeny oroportloned uirJnr.

Neewinil—The windora o der to romove the wall and
uﬁg}‘;l_ylu pluco with atr inifest,

ired = The rool trusses wijncent to the truss thinat Inflea,
which anrry substantinlly t1e sume load, are proved s be
sulelont to support the roof with salety,

Fourth—The letturs of April 2 wod 3, Trom Mr. Onkahortt,

¥
"
L1

Sunarintendont, to Mr. Hill, Supervising Arehitoet, and of
Mr. Ml to Mr. Oakshott, prove that n eoutenet » an-
thorized for n tross which wonld have beon mdequate to
|

L] s"“'-Pg"" the rool,

Firth—The tact thay imuortant elements of stabilisy and
strength In the model truss are not found in the now ™ truss
explnin its tiiure.  The omission of w rufter with its broe-
Ing, which wis o main ro'innce fur the sufo support of the
end ol the horfgontal portlon of the truss sbove 1L, was the
primary cunse of the ont,  Ita omissfun (aft the whole
welght of ane=hnll of G742 saunry oot of rool, with lts jron
beames, g corruunted Iron arches nnd unneesssortly heav

concrey, miso of the metul roofing and necidonial lond,
to porne by o single strut 1Y lnches lon
foy of the lkinch ebanvel havlng 2%

|"n."| by
Inel flwnges, thelr wel belng 9% luches tbi:-‘k aui their sees
tionnl ron eneh 3210 wehes, placod bnek o baek 4y
Inehes npurt i1 the fest 14 feet Sinehes of which feom the
Luse  there are  Lbut two separntions, through esch of
which pusses . 3 inch bole. The strut stoo
treo and withont Issernl braci It wan
* terly incapnble of sustaining the load placet upon 4, ind
s must have been oxpreeted oripplod (hent sidoways e
polut threo lset below sts unlon with tho truss,  Ax no pros
viston was made to vreea the top chord ol the truss lnter-
wliy, elther by bolting the deek Lenms or the roal to §t di-
roctly or witi: angle jsrons or Ly notehing them on to (L, it
was deficient In Latoral stiffucss and fo danger of fwilure of
erippling the upper chored. :
CAUSES OF THE ACCIDENT.
Finnlly, the present aceident in due 10 two enusen:—
et~ 1Rut Lo truss erecton did not correspond wish that
ded | ri nt Uukshiott, approvad by

Hill and Empumull_f eontractod lor

T by *
Bupervining Archit
by Mewsrs, Henvein Huven & Uo
Second =Thag the ros wore remnoved and the truss was
aulijected to itn lond belore it wos oxamined by » person
compuetent to determine 12t was constructed In conlicully
with the vuntraey,
our commission conslders thay it Is perhapn n fortunate
elrenmntnnes thut this seeident, sad as (g 15, lots loa to the
deteeilun of the rediend wenkness of the hidden glrier of
the celling ol the Unmited Staten Court ravm the i

ahsulutely |
Iy ut.

NEW. YORK HERALD, THU

changes wore made by their authority. It appears that
on li'l removal of _.r"u on the fourth story, the re.
maiuder of the wall on the filth story lelt standing b
order of A. 1. Mullett, support
rection, was supported by two light fiiteen-inch ‘ron
beams, compotent to carry only one-quarter of the
woight impossd upon tbem: that thia wall was re-
cently taken ouf to be replnesd by un fron truse, and
thut tho cost of tho truss was reported to the superin.
tanding arehiteot st Washimgion, D, C, by ithe
locul “superintendent here, and the expenditure
approved by him, but po specinl drawing wos made
for the pow truss and 1ts outer support; ihat um-
gerstanding betweon the loeal superiptendent snd the
iron workers wos for u truss rimiinre Lo upother tross
then in the building. It appears that nelther tho local
superiniendent nor sald iron Grm bod the peces-
technical information vo correctly undersiand Lue
lupetions of the truss needed or how such a Lrusa
should be coostructed, aud that in cousequence s
SUpPOri® gave way ny soon as the temporary props
supporting the roof Leams were removed.
Furthermore, we are ol the opinion that the mothod
now in w?w 1o the Treasury Department in Wash-
ington of designivg and coustructing governmont
siructures throughout the United States demands in-
telligence in local superintendenis, lo this or similar
emergencios, which the government has certainly not
in tuis case been successiul in securing.

VACATING ASSESSMENTS.

AN IMPORTANT BILL BEFOLE THE LEGLSLA=
TURE—MILLIONS OF DOLLALS INVOLVED=—
THE CORPORATION COUNSEL'S OPINIONS,
Mayor Ely bas transmitied the loliowing eominuni-

eation of Corporation Counsel Whitney to the Speaker

ol the Asscmbly relative to & bill now before tho Leg-

islntare, entitled, “*An act to (acilitate the removal of

clouds and apparent lieps upon Litle 1o real estate’’ i(—

Orrice o UoUNsEl oF UORPORATION,
New ¥ ;

x onk, May S, 1877,
Hon, Emiti Evy, Jr,, Mayo

Hin—1 have exnmined, as Yoo req d, Aenate blil No,
1, how pending in the Assembly, entitled, “An et b0 Inell-
itute the rentoval of elonds wuu apparont lHens upoo title
10 ranl estate, ™’

ho bill is very short nid exeosdingly comprehsnslve: It
gives A right of active 't remove apparent or alieged Hony
or clouds upon title ereated by wnd e proncunce the lue
vaulidity ol any tustroment, desi, guntract, mortgnge, pnb-
lig record er proveeding or private writing sffecting or re-
ferring b mnru-un whilch may bo on lile vr ol record with
Any cleek or In any punlie ofice or department within this

ks’

The second seetlon provides the grounds npon which the
netion muy by walntnined (= Fraud, irragulnrity, lognl ine
vlluity ar error ehineged o complained of with reepect ti
wuet Hen, dnstr nt, deod, contrnet, mortgage, pnblic
rocord ur procesding, or private weitiog," sod wiviher such
deleet s patent or otherwise.

I wilt endenvor to mnke pluin just what this bill does, Iy
affocts butli our snxes nnil dssessinent s,

Cunsider st the subject ul sasesnments ;—

1. It provides u new lorm ol action for the vaestion of
ANSCERITIL 1,

& It wlves now ehusen of action or grounds for the vaen:
tian uf asresnnienis,

Tho present form of romody against unjust and fraudulen
wanesniuents bs by sammary potiton to o Judgs of the Ha-
peeme Court, with tlght of nppeal to Supreme Cours, Gon-
ornl Term wid Cours of Appenls,  (Ubaptor 39594, Lows of

1859, wud the i tn therete; ¢l B12, Lows of
174, section 27, chapter 321, Livwe ol 1870),
The present system o, proceduro {0 shess cases han been

In pructieo for nenrly twanty ¥

s, during which time
neurly evary question that eann

ae line besn before the

courts nnd been wdiudicated, nd the Inw wud neactice have
Dbeeor ttled ard systomntized.

Tt s sliuple, ey nnd expeditl It gives nuthor
Tev to clther reduce or vaciate assossmieits n tha Tacts niny
WATFRIE,

There Is cortainly no ocension lor & new form of remedy
o these cases,

But (21 the ronl vielousness of the bill s, that It onacts
new clauses or unds 1or the vaestion of ussessmonts,
Ikely v resuit, IF the bill shoald be passed, i the loss o
wmillfons of doliars to the city of New York.

Logal improvemonts in New York city are mads and pald

for Ly the wuk of ralned by the feeue of
bonds, and the vity rellos npon the wasessimeiin, which, in
due eonrse of procodurs, colun to e leviod upon the prop-
erty benelited by the Improvements fur the mesns o pay
thie bonils,

For seversl yeurs prior to 1872 these procecdings were
couducted with great corelessnoss, snd at all times It is
ditlenit o so contducs them shint technlesl Irregulnrities
shall not ocenslonally oeeur,

«¥ur several years prior tu 1572 the eourts hiad bold vhnt
wpder the then existiog laws any “leeeculnelty' was suil-
elent to warrant the vicatlng of An assessmient, wnid s very
Tiree pumber of assemsments hnd beon vneated, amounting

ance of widel i now w source of Jeopnedy, il the commu-
mity huw gremt renson Lo be toaokiul that they linva bpen
-Enrvll the detnlls of o ealnmity far more appailing in its
ehnrneter,
Gilr, B, POST, Architect,
A UAM I'bl-.l;hhlrl
HAMUEL LOWDEN, |
W. W, ADAMS, sup
D, JARDIN i, Avenituct,
W. i u D!\k\',l!nrpiutnh
WM, LAIMBEEKL, Coalemnn. Mason and Bullder.
TUEO, WESTON, Seeretury. Logluver und Architeet.

THE VERDICT RENDELED BY A CORONER'S Jumy
IN THE CABE—THE UNITED BTATES GOVERN-
MENT REBPONSIBLE.

The 1nquest hela by Coronor Eilinger vpoa the vio-
tims of tho 1'ost Uflllce disaster was resumed yosterday
in Equity Court chambers, The ¢ v tness called
wan Mr. Mullett, He testiled as 1ol -

MR, MULLETT'S E¥IDESCK,

I reside In Washington; 1 was Lhe suporvising ar-
ehizect of this g bl the 1st of Junuary, 1875;
wlhitle haviog eharge ol the o the Post OMoe build-
ing wis built, under my supervision; in the spring ot
1874 n change was cnn:emrhwd In the I'oat Ollien,
conswling 1o the romoval of a flaor and a wall par-
Linlly supporting the rool, which wus the original pur.
pose ol the wall; the wall wius removed on the fourth
fioor, und my losiractions were 1o remove tho wall to
the root; when [ feiv 1he chapges referred to were 1n
procesu ol belug carrlod odt; there wus no plan mado
ot the Lime, as such was not required, n simple order
being sufllelent; €0 much n8 | can asoerinin the
alterations  were  approved of  ab  the arehi-
tect's oflice 1n Washington; che floor upon which the
upper wall rested carriod the weight of the sume, as
weil as that part of 1he rool; 1 was the supervising
architect nt tho time of the construction of the Fost
Uffice; 1 was familiar at the time with all the dewsiis
of the plan; I e.ppot remember at precent the max-
Imum welgbtn caleulated ut the thne; ol [ remember
18 thut 1 exammed tbe plans and calcalations ab
tho time, and that 1 ehecked and approved them, bt |
cannot lell al the present imoment any particulars;
they are matiers of regurd; they were preparcd 1n the
oflice by Mr. Schumann and approved by me; | weut
out of oflice belore Lthe rewoval ol (e uppor wall, but
my directions nt the time wero to remove the en-
tire wall nnd  replace It by & truss simiar to
thoge adjusted In other parts of the bullding, and
my directions were clther written or verbal; | do bo
remember which were glven ou the subject at Lhat
timo to Mr, Steinmetz; 1 esunot now tell the weight
of the roof ealoulnted at the time; | wan aware af the
fact thnt the rool was supported by the brink wall; the
question of removing the |||:r¢.-r and lower walis first
wns o matter ol detwil wiieh 1 lelt vo the Superintend-
ont, Mr. Stoinmet s

GENERAL BTEINMEYZ'S TENTIMOXY,

General W, G. Steinmetz wos the pext witnoss, He
snid :—I wns adocated at Treves, in Gormany, and was
qualitied ng o survevor; [ bave also b.en a eivil ougin-
our, connecied with tho Co'ogue Raliroad; | was alio
connecied with tho consiruetion ol a rona st Weiziar;
subsequently 1 stodied archilociure; | woas e

| ployed by the United States government sov-
| erul timea; 1 bad  charge, as asmstant super-
| intendent, irom 1879 to 1871, of the vullding of

the New York ot (liee; the plans and drawings all
came direct Irom Washinglon; [ leit the oflles 1n Og-
| tober, 1875; the rool ut that hime was completed;
thero wus & plan—i goction stowing the slterations
contemplated; e books will wlso show 1t 88 n matter
of record ; I should judge there must bo a written order
nuthoriging the change,

Josapli W, Barton, Ingpector of bullding materinl
and construction at the Post Ollce, residing at Jersey
City, was then examined. He stated ;—Thers are sotne
plaus showing the changes which bad been made
the third ami fourth floors; o letier author ging such
ehapges was received from Wasnlngton (copy of It
tor oflered 1n evidence), bus | eanvol Gou suy of the
Mans gpoken of 1o the letter; the orders o remove
the  wall eame from Washington and oxa-
euted them to tho extont snown by tho plans
and aceording to Instructions received; iu was npot
my duty o examine the buriding myself in regard to
detatls of execution; I mercly execaied the orders
given and supormtendod the architocturnl work; tho
cut 1o the upper wall on the attic story wai made
on verbal orders,

THE MAN WHO MADE TiIR TRUSA

Wilson D. Huven, the butider of the truse, was next
exnmined,  He said :—0On tho 20th of March last Mr,
Oukshott told wo that he required & bruss (u the Gth
story simniioer to that already tarmshed vy ws: ho gave
me genernl (estructions af (o what he wanted; we
put 1o offers lor fome ol the booms, braces, Xo,, lor
tio tron work of tho Post Offies; 1 was sakea, with
relerence to Lhe presons dase, 10 furnish a proposal
for what | would erces a similar truss (o that al-
- romily ercoted; our propossl was aceepted; | talked

with Mr, Oakaliott about the subjeet; 1 wis asked
by bim to use nine mstenl of seven channel ron;
our foremuen was in charge of the work; bie was in-
sirneted to muke 1L satisiatory to the genliemen in
| ehurge of the 'ost Office; one of the fire rods gnve
| DUy 1L wha & delect (s the iron very difficult to dis-
| cover.

Michpel *ehwartz, n mechanie, had hoard Uakshott

and Nougherty eopverse shoul “he virder un April 10,
| and Jucob Webber, who maie the girder jor the con-
Loarhetng irm, nodteed thay the beanms supportng tue

ruol winl resting on the truss defleetod, bot ad not
| speuk to Oakshiow about it

Vhm ovidence Deing now gomploted the jury was
ehiarged by Coronor Ellinger aud withdrow. Afler
bving ot soveral hours they returned the following
verdict =

TUE VERDICT,

The Coronor's jory duly sworn to Inguire luto the
enuse of Lhe death of Dennis Fluming, Charles H. Rob.
erisun and Patriek Jotnson, find Wist they caine to
their death by the falilog ol o porton uf the fooi ol the
New York Post Ofllee on vhe 188 day of May, 1877, We
wirther fied that the linmeaists cause of the fall-
g ol wapd porton ol the rool te be from -
proper and nsuflielent constraetion; but that the
prinary guure ol the  diswster 18 attribu
table to  the inoompetency of  (he agemis of

andd eomplotion of this ouilning, and shat the United
Hiatos povernment is respon w for this calamily.
Wo turthor ipd that an exeessive quantity of conarelo
wnr nsod In the covering of the roof, and that the losd
thereby ttposad upon 1ho iren Fool besins abid their
support «xeeeds tho weight for which the iron cons
sirnction Wik ariginaily desigusd by more thiay threo
Bundred per eent; Watall o this 4 owing (0 1neuim-
petency on the part ol A B Mullot, supervisiug
wrchiect o charge at the tme the 1ol was designo,

| i his dowal cmploy es, e tust the eivil engiucer,
Cthe  only rnrt,v appoaring  boture us  coine
| petent 1o desgn and  compute  mothods ol
wonstruetion,  has. according (o the  weslimony,

Bo authority In cArrying out thy constroeton. Hik lunes
tions are entirely sdvimory, apd that the aopervising

latelhgyut, omitted

tho Tressury Departtnent chinrged with the ereghion |

arehvteer and s vmploy de, nos themselyes techneally | whieh world do erodit to w eirgus Periormer,
W recur to ble miviee wbeo | sullect ol spegial sitraction 1o Whe corvuers

In the npg to imiliuns of dolines, whercby the ex-
nense of costly fmprovenients wera shitled from the prop-
erty owpers benefited thereby to the shouliers of the gen-
eral publie, sud willlons were added to 1he alrendy euoe-
mous ey debit, The evil resoliing thereleom the Logisin-
ture soughit to reniedy by clinprer S8t the Laws of 1872,
prohibiting the vacation of sssessments “thoretolore hin-
posed’ upon any other ground than feaued, exeept in eertsin
spreified casos of rogavoments. This prohigition was ex-
tended by clinpter 310 of the Laws of 1874 to all nesess-
ments “itheretofurs or therentter lposed.”

It would seem that these provistous ol law furnished the
notessiry and Just protection bouth o the eity nnd to the
property ewners, permitiing the vacatlon of assessments
upon the ground of framd, vut not tor techinlonl lerngulnritios
fu the course of the proesediogs. The enncting of these
inlons of lnw husd thie effvot to chisck and substantialiy 1o
¥ tr the vieation ol sssessments,

¥ this bl the old rule Is restored, and ""F teahmienl
“leregnlnrity’ i the making or performatice of & contraet,
b g lentlon of the 1i o lu eorporition papors,
or wt wny stage of the proceedings, will be suffigient to
authorlze the vacution of 40 assexsment.

1t would not seem to be wo ausplolons oecasion for the
door to Le thus spened tor the fugreass of the burdens of
unlr munfelpnl deot,

conalder thiat to provide new wrounds at this time for the
vacation ol nssessmients would be very vrojudicial 1o the
public intarests,

The il wiso sfocts i for tho purposes of faxs.
thon, Under the existing laws nuyéuurlnn teeling sgerinved
property tor purposes of tnxa-

ut the valustion made ot hils
tion may upply to the Commibssionors of Taxes and Assess-
mients to gorrect the sume, and thelr declson may b .
vernod by the Conrt upon certlornrl when reasonatle nnd
funt growuds exin tharofor,

The applieation to the Commissioners muost Le made
during the time the hooks are open for nspretton—vie, be.
twewn the weeond Monday of Janunry an st duy of
May. Tne Commissioners are also nuthorig« to remit or
roapce s bax slter it e been Inld and withio six monihs
wfter the dellvery of the tax lat to the Hecolver of Tuxos.
(Chpter 302 of the Laws of 1830, sections 8, 0, 10, 11
und 20, )

Theso
remuoily
punkle good reguires that texes should ve collectod n
wpridily s posaibile, snd that all corcoctions to the nesows-
ment therefor wnd 1o the s Hae leselt should by made
bators the contiemation of the tax, It is not well, there-
tarn, w mulibply modes wherely their collectaon may be de-
luyeil or grnbarsssen, slways providiog toat eferent meaus
ol redrass agalost positive wrong bo secuted, and such
osns aee cortuinly seenred by the laws now In furce ralits
Ing to taxation Iin the eity of New York,

By thiw b, i i shoul;
hind been eompleteld and the ta
fact without any Huide as to time, an action cun be
0 vicnbe any ent for the | of tuxatlon, np n
the ground of Irregularity or tectinicnl defeet ln wny ol the

1 t up thut the nature of this bill
lins heen understood, and L teust suel represontst foms wiil
bo moade with reeard Lo It thnt It may not beeame n lnw,
wm, sle, yours respaotiuliy, W. . WHITAMEY,

Counnel to the Corporation.

NEW JERSEY MUTUAL.

rrnvlllulll are galealnted to afford Ml and ample
natl enses of unjust or erroneous taxastion. The

DENJAMIN NOYEY NOT IN NEWARK—HIS TRI\L
TO-DAY—OOVERNOR ROBINBON AND THE RE=
QUISITIONS,

On Saturday last Mr, Benjamin Noyes loit Newark
tospend Sunday with his fambiy In Connecticus. He
was to be back on Moodey. 1t was the first time ho
hind lefi Nowark, though at hiberty to go anywhere
within a day’s Journey since his arrest, Mo had pot
returned up to lnst evening. As his trial 18 gct down
for to-day, and ns his counsgel and bondsman know
nothing of the cuuse of his absence, his fuilure to ap-
pear in Newark up to yestorday croated considerable
gossip il Dot exaitement in ofMciul and insurance cir
cles, Jadge Guilo, Noyee' boudsman, expresses tho
fuitest conlidence thas Noyes will tarn up,

Mr. Nuyes bas been at tho Astor House in this eity
during n portion of the present week, In tho event
ol g nop-appearapce for trinl to-day nis bondemuan
has been tully indemnpified agulpst the joss ol 0]
ball,  1v I8 believed thut the trinl will be proceeded
with whetlier or not Mr. Noyos (s present.  According
(o Lhe New Jersey stututes s person thal Ling lurnishod
bl i angwer o an ndictment has admitted ke jo-
risdiction ol the court, excephing b cnses of leluny,

GOVERNOR ROBINSON'S  POSITION.

A letter bins becn recoived an Newark irom one of the
State offlcers at Albauy, lo which he says that tiov-
ernor Robinson would not graut tho papers nsked lor
until b was substantiolly sbown shab the ollence wis
actually commitied in the State of New Jersoy, Other-
wine, Kupposiug the olfence (o huve beon commitied in
this State, be could not propeely consider themn lugi-
tives trom New Jersey Jostice, The lester Inumated
that should this omusrlon I the papers o wupe
phed Governor Hobinson would give the
another hearing,  The pont thus mado 18 considered
1o bt o stropg vue, and iv s possible that new and cor-
rocted indietments will be preseniea,

The Grand Jury will resume agtive Investigation 1o-

ol nmm'«:llulolaluh1

maiter |
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THE ANNIVERSARIES,

AMERICAN FEMALE GUARDIAN, HOME MISEION-
ALY AND AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETIES.

The forty-second 1 g of the American
Female Guardian Society and Howe for the Friendless
was beld at the Home, No, 29 East Twenty-ninth street,
yesterdny. Mrs. Wykofl, of Brooklyn, offered the
opening prayer ot half-past ten o'clock. Singing and
Lhe reading of Scripture followed, and the various ro-
ports for the year woro read. The Board ol Mavagers
was clected, and the following ofMcers will be re-elected

at a meeling to be held on Wednesday next: —FProsi-
dent, Mrs, C C. North; C ponding 8 Y, Mra.
8. R. L. Bennett; Rocording Scoretary, Hurris Wilson;
Vislting Secretary, Mra. & M, Amvler. FProvious
Lo Lhe morping sesslon & prayer meeting was
held in the commitiee room oa Thirtioth
wireel. At one o'cloek tho Board adjourned

for lunch, meeting again at two P, M. The children,
to the pumber of 250, sssembled in the chapel and
kpeut an bour or so in singiug and other exercises
The well known Quaker lady, Mrs. Isane Collins, ad-
dreased the children on temperance and religious sub-
Juecta. The exercises concluded ub four o'clock. From
the secreturies’ reports it appeared thak auring the
past year the Home has sheltered 1,018 inmates, 41,420
persons have becn nided, and e whole number of ape

plieations, &e,, persopully altendod o numbered
15,03,  Homes huve buen provided for 127 cbiidren—
by ndopiion snd otherwise—aad thirty-three childron

SHEET.

OUR SOLDIERS' GRAVES.,

COMPLETING THE ANBANGEMENTE FOBR DECO-
BATION DAY—BOTH BLUE AND GEAY TO BE
REMEMBERED,

The following circular has Leem Issued from the
New Yurk Department Headgquarters of the Grapd
Army of the Republic, with reference to the manner
of observance of Decoration Day i —

HEapauantius Devanrunst or New Yo,
Laliasi J\ualn:'nr Ty Rervnie,

o

oM 1 Traxiry Buoimsa,
No. 11 Broaoway, New Youx, Muy 7, 1877
GENERAL ORDERS. NO, 4.

L. On the 30t inst. duty and inclination alike will eall
us to dint, as In the past. and screw with HBowers she
“windowless puluces of rest’” wiers "'ﬂo" the mortal re-
mains ol our eomrades gone belore. e Commander is
eonlident thas no offielal adjuration s necow
impel every comvade to do his full share, in ord
cor fon @i thas may slike da justi the
deeds of the dend and the lusthiees of the hearts ol the liv
ing, In no manner can we incaleats ro lurgely in the
winds of the risiog genoration & spicit uf devolion o coutis
sy ns by showing them on sueh oveasiuns ws Liecoration
I[t};lim. esteen ln which those who died fur the natlon sre

1L The Commun ‘er en:bruces this npportunity to repast

the suggestions whiel it was bis privilegs to make one year

ngi, vim i =Thut wherever practicable memorinl sorvioes be
K

held 1

the evouing ws wail us in the day: thet such ser-

clurgy generally lu-

e hold in sowe pubille linl

o partielpnte , and, et we, Lt whiin paying

spoets o the momory of the dead, we do not lergot

Tabim of the lvin - bat thas the opportuuity of sueh

ning services be smbracwd to :_r"&ut to the public she
14

esalty of n Soldiers' Home in New York, nnd coilections
en  thereafter in wid  of  the "
er have perfurmed our tull duty to comrades doad wod
nrades Hving until we linve twken from the  poor-
honses  of  the  sState the 041 veterpus  who now
nre deagglng out & ulsgraced « Xistanee within their porcals.

UL with the gradusl but constant thinuing out of our
ranks by the hand of Death 18 a8 ovident to all that fu s

fund. e M

nave died.  The Hume has 1o chiargn eleven industeial
schools, 1o which the of 0,476 chily have
bewn regstered, Upward of 13,000 garmenis inve been
distributed, 9,000 loaves ol bLread disposed of and
T,000 visite made by tho 1eachers and committeas. The
reccipts of the sogiety, Irom Jangary, 1876, to Juhuary
Inst, were ®66,040 85; expendiurces, $72,002 51. The
chlidren for whom pusitions have boeu obiwined are
regularly written to nnd visited.
HOME MISAIONAKY BOCIETY,

The fity.iret anuusl meeting of the American Homne
Missionary Sacity wus held av their rooms in (he
Bilile House yesterday aliernoon, ai lour o'clock.
Mr. Uhurles Demond, of Boston, Treasurer of the Mas-

I 15 Home Miss) ¥ sSoaiety, presided, nod the
moeeting wis apened with prayer oy the Rev. Willium
M. Uaylor, I I, of Now York. The treasurer's ro.
Eﬂﬂ. wak roud ang adopted.  Tuo aouual repurt ol the

xeeulive Commitiee wus also adopied and ordored Lo
be printed, U ropurt ol A commities of vomination
n hist of officers was cleciod for bho ensuing year, The
President elected was Rev. Theodore D, woolkey, D,
L. ; Treasurer, Wilham Henry Smith, and Recording
Secretary, Ausun Abbott,  There were also thirty-lour
vice prokidents, 'y directurs, tnree corresponding
seoreturies und one auditor clected.  The soclery then
nujournod, and the nowly electod Board ot Ihreciors
et o appoiut v e Execuuve Committee. The tollow-
ing commivior was  uppointed ;—Menbers ex affici—
Tremsurer Willlam Heory Smith, Kesording Seores
tary Austin Abbokt, Corrosponding Secretaries Hev.
Davia 1. Coa, D, D.; Rev. Alexander IL Clapp, D. D). ;
Rev, Henry M, sStorrs, 0. D, Other mombers—Mr,
Jolin B. Hutchiuson, ehnirmun; Mre Christopher I,
Robert, Simeon H. Uhittenden, Itey, Richara 8. Storrs,
DD Rew. Willinm J, Budinglen, I, D.; Mr, Caivin
C. Woolworth, Rov, Wilum M. Tayior, 1. v Mr.
Jobu Wiley and Mr. Willlam G. Lambort.

AMERICAX THACT HOCIKTY.

The American ‘I'tact Sociely mel at the Presbyterian
Church (Dr. Crosby's), coroer of Fourth avenue nud
Tweuly-second s@reet, yesterday morning, at ten
o'vluek, whoo the summary ol 118 Ooancial and otlice
work lor the year euding Mareh 81, 1877, was read,
The stringency of the tines hag had the eftect of cur-
tathing the operntlons of this as well us ot all simiinr
fociclies for the past year, bul the exlubit still shows
lurge outlays und corresponding resulis,

During tne year five ol the oluest mombers of the
Dourd have died. Four of these were Vice Presidon ts—
Judgzes shepley, of Mame, snd Haines, of New Jeracy ;
Bishop Junes und Luelos Hopking, of Now Yurk,
Fresident Hiearns, of Ambherst, was a direcior. The
new puvlicabions jssied were 132, thiriy-one ol which
were voiumes, the others comprising pamphiets, leaf-
lets apd eards. Nine new books and Lraots were issued
i German, oue volume In Spanisi, one in Portuguese
and tracts in French nod Danigh, The periodical de-
partmont, which embracea six different |wsues, s soli-
supporting,  Gratuitous  disteibation ol books o the
smount ol §44,200 44 bus been nade. The recelpls
for thie year have been, including $109,726 14 10 donn-
tioos nid legacios, $441 198 26; 1o wnich ndd $5,071 41,
bailanes ol ginking fond account and bulance jo the
treasury April 1, 1878, maxiog the total reseurces for
the year §449,260 60, The expenditures fu the various
departiments of the society for the year, including
$1.615 14 to mokog tund account, have been
$441,110 T4, leaving u balance in the treasury of
$5,148 04, During the year 200 colporteurs, ineluding
U8 students, from 18 colleges and theological seml.
paties, have lnbored 1o 82 of the United Stales and in
some of the adjoining Britwh provinces. Thev held
or addrossed 6,037 rohgious mestings, mado 152,853
family visits and conversed on personal religion or
prayed with 68,370 fumilies, During the year closea
, 850 90 in electrotypes and §1,527 27 in
home publications were donated by the wociety. Dur-
ing the thirty-s1x years the socicty has been |nex-
wtence the time employed in colportuge hiss been
equal 1o the service oi one man for 61,015 moaths or
over 5,084 ;uu. Thore have beon 10,866,845 volumes
soid, L.8i9,728 grantoed, 550,070 roligious moetings hold
or niddressed, 11,888,730 family wvisilsa made and
6,470,346 Jumilios conversed with on personsl roligion
ur prayed with.

BROOKLYN Y. M. C. A,

The sum of £0,000 has been pledged to the Brooklyn
Young Men's Christinn Association, and it is to bo used
to pay olt part ol tho debt of §7,600 at prosont exisi«
ing i, The wn, therelore, will nol sus-
peod,

A PASTOR'S THOUBLES.

REV. MR. M'CAFFRAY'S CHARGE AGAINST POLICE
OFFICER FOLEY,

OMcer Foley, of tho Twenty-lirak precinet, was
brought before tho Pollce Commissionors yesterday on

n aharge prejerred against him by the Rev, Mr. MeCat- |

fray, ol No. 0568 Lexingion The sp
relnte that on sho evening of the 224 of March this
officer arrested tho rovercind gontleman outside ol his
churoh without n warrant or any evidence 10 justify
such a summary proceeding. Hev. Mr. McCaflray
stoted tho case in very [oreible lupguage, nssuring
Preqident Bmith that o was lockiug up his church on
Third avenuwe, near Thirty-saventh streel, aod was
about rotiring peacelully 1o bis home, when Mra.
Leavitt asked Officer Foley to “arrest that man,"
and Foley dia so, never loquiring whether the
churge avoul 1o  be prelerred  against  the

prisonor was for an offence commitied on thi night or
uok  “Mr. President,” sald the Hov, Mr, MeCallrny,
who was attired 1in sombre bluok ol elerioal cut, s

officer then took hold o1 me sod desfite my protest |

marched mealong the eastern side of Third avende in
full view of u crowd ol persuns whose atiention was
attruoted W mo by tho wilicer saying, *l've got him,'
The arrest wns mitogether maliciously male and eur-
ried out In an apofficerike maune, ™

sorgonnt o go W0 the place woers he lound Mr,

Mctafdrsy, whom he did npot take to  be
a olergyman, and Mr. and Mrs  Leavitt, who
with therr Iriends were, indignant and tireatonced

wo ingure Mr. MeCalTeay for haviog done something to
the lndy, Hbe called upon the oMeer to arrest fRev.
Mr. McCalleny, sayiog, **He hins assaulbed me. "
“id he Iny his hunds on you ' sand the oflicer,
“Ho did, " replica the Jady. *“He cauglit m= by the
bapas, kiesod e, uwod, askiog me o go ionside tho

chureh with him, mede lmproper proposals, 1
wuuk you (o arrest bim tor  jndecent assault.'’
Then  Foley went on  to  tell  that  he
ashed MceCaflray  about  the  charge aod Lo

mude no specidl denlal of 1k Belleviug that the alor
Il taken place on thet eveniug racher than on the
Thuredny woek previous, ho ook ali the people o the
stutivn  bouse us mueh to save Hev., Mr. MeCallray
from personal violenea from Mre Leavilt's friends as
to have the thing cleared up.  General Smith though
the ofieer hod nctod indisereetly 1o not asking at what
time he assatll bad been maae; but Mr. snd Mre,
Leavity, ns woll ns o brother ofliver, cofroboratod
Foley's statement, This ullicer pul in A% supplemen-
tary delence that ho hag bosn on the loree mure thin
ten yoars and Lhos never had a chargo preferrod agninst
him by o civiiun,  Hew, Mreo MoGalleay bl no wit.
No action was taken by the Comimnssioners

day., Amopg those who have been su 1 Lo ap-
wal belore them are 1L G, Martin, Henry A Jones,
L1 Faokler, Henry W, Bwmith, George J, Schiemer-
born, F. 0 Mullgan, J, W Cannift, antel J, Novos
nnd the bookkeeper of tho Chemical National Bunk,
From thie hst ol winesses It would wppear that
tne jury propose looking (oriber into the troosier
of the $40,000 i eakh 1o Beujsmin Noyes which
he receiprod for, but elnimes never hus becn in his pos-
wession, The checks glven were drawn on the Chemis
cal Bank and $12,000 of the moley was wilhdrawn on
thie day (ollowing the tran=lor of nsscts. 1t 1 for tho
slieged division of Liis mooey amopyg chem wat Henry

W. Baldwin, H. H. Trenor, A G, Fay, B, C. Frost and |
Huidwin has not
givon bail in Nowark, thaugh b sigmied bis intostion |

J H Stendwoerl woere indeted, My
of doibg st some days sines, At the trial of Beojanmin
Noyes, seb down lor to-dny, 8 number of « iluesses are
to ba called.  Among them 18 Mr. Stedinan, wno once
b o long contest widh Benjumin Nouyes 1 Uontivotl-
gut, thie lormer boing at the ume Superiniendent of
Insuranee,

LAUREL HILL'S DEFENCE.

May 0, 1877

To rin Emron or 1ug HERALD ;=

[deny the statement tmndy 1o yout report of the
Daly suiende, publitbed on Monday, that the pariies
who waere injerfering with e Inte unhappy Mr
Duly's property had come from Mr. Flaherty's house,
I never mentioned Mr, Fluherty's same i any lerm
of shapn, directly ur toditooily.  The 6flonders wore
#upposed 1o beloug to Withamisbarg and sirangers (o
Laured Hill, WILETAM 'GORMAN,

A NAUTICAL GYMNAST.

There 1 0 schooner lying ol Htapleton, une ol the

satlars ol which has 10F suime thine past been amusing |

the idiersan the dock by gymnastie perlorinances. Heo
nneenids to the rope or siay. wlieh extends (rom one
st to the other, ond twory porlorms trapese aety
He s o

CONCERNING THE DOCKS.

Tos Dock Commirsioners at their meoting yosterday
anlernovn received from the Polieo Bosrd a letlor ra-
questing them to moke a survey of Hart's Isiand, and
to larpish estimates of tue coss of erecuing erio work
sround i, As tho lsiter was couched in somewhst
vague terms the Commissioners decided not to eons

siler the request until they shoull ascortain just what
Ltha poiws aullivritics want,

AL o previons mechiag of the Dock Commissioners
the Froueh Travpsatinonie Company, wiich pays §30,000
B YeAr renb Jor s pier, askel 1o by excusod (Pom furs
nishing the 00,000 security demuwuami, and setling
Tortl tiat they Dad ereetad upon tbhe picr a shed and
other improvemonts to the valge of abouat $560,000,
wiieh in onse ol their faluro (o pay & single quarier's
ront woald be lorleited to the eny. This the gom.
paby thought was sutligient  security  of  thoir
pood  lmith, The Uommissionors wrota lur
tue oglmon of the Corporation Connsel ox to whether
thoy bl powor (o waive seenriny in such a cuso, nod

L yestorday they recwived trom that official an opinion

setbing torth fhat they bad (ol power (o do as they
thougnt bess.  Toereupon 18 won deaided (o el the
compmny have the pior witheut kecurily on coadition
that it pay the rent quariorly (o advance.

The other busitess truusacted at the meeting was of
A murely routibe character,

NORTHELRN VAGIFIC,

ey ‘

The stockholderssul the Northern Pacifie Ratlroad
Company el a meeting yesterday forencon al No, 23
Futh avenue.  The action of the Directors at & meel-
ing beld earlier in the day was reporied, AL the
Inreetors' meoting the Fruande Committee reported
ndversely ou the clacing of o mortgege on that portion
ol whe line now in eperation on the Paeillo voast,  The
arintemplaten dnimging and equipping of the beaneh 1o
the Plowgaltog gonl Beale, 16 1 Beiloved, can be accoms
vlished without lssuing o workgage.

In rebutial |
Oieer Foley stated that Lo had been dirceted by hig |

fow yours the wetive spleite of oar organ iaation will bs num-
bermd aong the Ueand Army of the past, sud our decora-
Livn eoremnios entrusiod bo otler iands. o view of that
fwet it s recommeided thut au eurnest effort be mude by
mll toextend the observines of our beautiinl costom, in the
hope and the belief that thereby within o lew yes e
only the graves of our warrior dead, but the Tast IS
I rlncu of all loved ones gone Lefore will, an by o comman

[

ol

i wigh tl 1o, awouk beddly
ther aek oL can wo do us
i tmertaity, while Thme
4 hs benrt w luture sutional ob

glve onr orga
by slils Foundin,

Y.
‘e Qommander, w/ter maturs dellbarativn, most

OUR COMPLAINT BOOK.

[NoTe. —Letters | for this col must be
accompanied by the writer's tull pamo and address Lo
lnsure attontion. Complaioapis who are unwilliog to
comply with this rule simply waste time 'n wWritiog =
En, Henavp.)

BROOMS THIS WAY,
To rne Evitor or TiHE HERALD:—
Plense call the attention of the Street Cleaning De

partment bo Fifty-fourih sireot. 14 has not boen cleaneg
since last summer, H < 4

CLFAR THEM OUT.
To rue Eoiror oF Tur Heratp:—

1 would ask through your valuable paper way \he
police captain of the Twenteth precivet silows o gang

of loafers to congregate on the corners of Eighth ave-
nue and Thirty-eiguith street, losuluipg cvery lemale
il pussers-by, i

A DEAD GOAT,
To e Evreor oF e Hegany —
A dead goat bas been lylug 1o troot of my house ‘e

throe days The policeman No. 1,212 says ‘“fin Lo
hell, and notily the beslth tolks " s

A QUESTION OF FINAKCE,
To rre Eviror oF THE Hxkatn:—

Can you spare ma a litle space 1o your Complaing
Book' to ask what they are going to do with the pro-
ceeds krising out of the moneys piil tor hicenses ¢
kovep dogs ? FRO BUNO PUBLICO,

UNRULY CHILDREN.
To rur*Fporon or Ty Henanp —

Is there uny way to reach the unruly alifddren of tha
rich¥ lu Foriy-liret sireot, botween Filbh and Madisoa
aveuues, there are iteen or more children iving
mainly on the north side of the stroet. They have
sSuow and other balle, boan slooters, pisiols with coju

among thelr lesser amusemonts,  Last winter ono of
our nelgl hud three panes ol isrge size glos

earnestly recowimends to the various Meworial €
in this Dopariniens that they extend 1o snch ax-Confederaie
soldiurs as muy now be residing in thele vicinities w cordinl
fnvitation t turn ont with us on Decoration ay and  par-
thekpute in the paymwent of telonte o depurted valor, We
st om the vangage ground of the vietor in the dend strite,
winid enn well wiford W periorm thinael.  On the baktle Geod
we soncht thale lves stiuply beenuse we would preserve to
the ehildren of wki of us the blessings of the Union.  Thera
wis o personnl Bateed in IV all,. We conguered, sad these
men remain Amedivan eltizoun—our brothers, with eyqual
rights and privilegos
ot yours past the eomrrdes of Now York and Brooklyn

In thelr annusl phigrl his blveune ot the dend of
buth wemles, at Cypres not tndiad to lewve, slike

un the gravea ol Confederite dond, swoat
tokons ol remom oo,
It was nt Atlisn act undl needs no excuse ; 1L pommands

SUE GO thon, ueh w apleit must this ecuntry look
for the scoomplishnients wihieh, in the {utiurs are to plice
hier twe bleher on the roll of natfons shan she hns yet stoml,
And ws we stand, cluaping hnnds on onr Memorial Day,
while the tewrs ol Jond cemombranes may vosears sarthily
vinlon, so it moy be diffieult to sse which rest undar the
Inurel wud which ander the willow : and ns we turet onre vis-
b tuwied this western horigson of the Hepublie’s nxistoncs,
il shudl be ennbied to wituess such o promise of futere na-
tlonwl glory ns shisll wmply recompoiss tor all the toll, sui-
fering and bl o pisk

¥ Post Comm nd tno Chnirmen of joint Mamorial
gommitieos throug the Department are reguested Lo
wehd completo eeporta of Wie services in thelr seversl locuii-

ties to the Chapinin of the Department, J. 1L Harnaed,
Plymoush, Chensugo cuunl‘ﬁ N. Y. iy gcommunnd of
JAMES TANNEK, Dopartment Commander,
Gro. B, Bauikks, Assiatisnt Adjutans nl

THE PUBLIC OFFICES AT THE NATIONAL CAPI-
TAL ORDERED CLOSED.
Wasnixaros, May 9, 1877,
The f(oliowing notice has been addressed to the
bends of the departments and to the Public Printer:—

Sin—The Prasident directs me to say that the severnl des
poriments of the government wiil be closad on Wedbesday,
the ol inst., 1o enalilo the employes to participated in the
decorntion of the graves of the soldiers full during tue
revuilion, 1 am, sir, your vbhedivnt servant,

W. K. ROUEHRS, Secrotary.

ARMY OFFICERS AND THEIR PAY.

Hosrox, May 8, 1875
To Tux Eviron or riux Herarp:—

The army has to go without pay for tour months
(MMNeers with families anu children to edacate live up
to the Inst cent of their salary every month. They
will be obiliged to hiypothecuto thewr pay nccounts for
this period at nbout 100 per cont per anoum, Thut 18
about the charge doemanded by those who *snave'
puy nocvunts, Why will not some patriotic men of
wealth uiler 10 advance this money to offlegrs al soven
per ceut interoet ¥ It would bo an eutirely sals invesi-
ment nod would be an ack of true philantbropy, 1
dun't require this lor myself, ns 1 aum nmong tho tew
fortuuate ones haviug some resouroes outside of my
puy ; but 1 teel tor the distress of the old oflicers witn
Iammilies.  Will you agitute the subject? For obvious
rensons plesso not mention my wame, bhut eall me

ARTILLERYMAN.

LAW AND LIQUOR.

EFFECT OF THE FAILURE OF THE STATE LEG-
ISLATURE TO MODIFY THE EXCISE LAW—WHAT
THE LIQUOR DEALERS BAY AND WHAT THEY

ARE DOING.

The Ligquor Dealers’ Arsociatlon, represcnted by
Mr. Harry Cunningham, the presidenl, gnve up any
farther hope thnt the State Legslature would relieve
the liguor trade trom the difleulty I lode tsell in by
the recent decision ol the Court ol Appenls when a
telegram was recmivod early yesterday moruing saying
“tho Exeise fght s loat,'* Mr. Cunoingham sard:—
“Weo aro only beaten on one flank. They have ded
cided agninst our righis as indiwwiduals, or rather
nguinst the rights of those who are dependent on us;
but beyond the logal reading given to the decision of
the Court of Appeals thoy have established potning.
‘Poe lieenso law ol 1857 was allowed Lo remain 1n lorce
uutil 1877, It was only siter bavipg mulcted tho
liquor mon of lieenses for twenty years thal It wus
dioovercd thak tho Jaw  sbould be  repealed,
Why should It be repealed? Wo bave coplurmed
witn every phase of it, and 1l they ehovse Lo reru-ci-
tate dead and deonyed deisions sgalust us we can only
throw ourseives oo the common justice of the peopia,
It 14 not a question now ol wheither those wuo sell
liquor bave boen beating the [iconse Hoard, bus
wiether n man who paya his money lor e privilege
ol curry1og oun lie business 18 W bo allowed o do so il
jieogie opposed to him 10 opinion do nob ke k. A gro.
ger or sbuemaker wight Just s easiiy bave his shop
closed by a rivel becsuse the rival wanted a elear leid
for himsell ax tho barroom Keepers can bo suppressed
by legislation. "

L'be east 8 de hiquor dealers are rather disposed to bo
combative, und are Ipgenious i thewr modo of ovading
the better of the law,  Due ol these sald yesterday o i

without selling hquer lo Ik Five out of ton ol the
men wiho some to my places—for [ have lour of them—

| thiey go somewhore else. You in two of my stores |
couldu’t possibly find room tor theee beds 1 lulend
Lo put them up i the other two, "

In msny of the saloons the conditlons ol the law had
heen complivd with by placing very small cows in vory
dark closels,

The brookiyn Doard ol Pollco and Exclse Commis-
sloners yesterdny sent a general order to the capluins
ul the geveral prociniis siructing them to Feport as
| to the characier and repatution ol npplicants for jnns

Keeper's Heeuses, the exact number of spare beds and
| bediding Kept by them lor the secommodation of trav.
| eilers, and a8 o wieiher they ean furnish meals,

TEMIPERANCE IN JERSEY.

The seventh anndal convention of the Cathotie Total
Abstinence Umien of New Jersey was beld at Grand
strees Hall, Jersey Chy, yosterday, One bundred and
thirty delegates, representing thirty-four socielies,
wore present, bostdes the lollowing priests:—Fathers
Hennessey, Burke nnd Feser, of Jorsey City ; Corri.
gau, of Hoooken: MoNualiy, of Paterson; Hullanog, of
Trenton) MeCarthy, of Dover; Hogan, of Harrisou,
and Scuneioer, ol Passmie.  Fathier MeUarihy was
elected ehurman

Aftor the examination of erodentiale Father MeNulty,
ol Paterson, was ¢lected presilent of the aulon lor the
ensuing year, and Willlam J  Convery, of Trenton,
etury, The uwew prosident deliverod a surring
wildross,

Frayer wan then oftered by Fathier Heanessey, alter
which the Conveutiun adjourued. In

| pehoolhouse, At which several adsdresses on
| mnes ware delivered nbd groat enthusiasm was wan-
| fastod,

1 NO COMPROMISE,

! Tarchio
| av the ime and held for trial

ceived  from

Herthaut waa brought befure Judge W
alteruoon, and that magistrale thoaghl proper to eon

and Torchio,

THE FOUNTAIN GUN CLUB.

mant ik the uke of the gun,

of Wb couuLy,

broken, and no one did it ol eourse. [ spuken te
many reply impuodeatly and pay oo atiention. The
police chat with them, and never interfere with ehalk
marking or whistling. while I write thoy are going
from plot to plob wearing up ele Young grags aud -
ing each owner. 18 there any way to muke them stop
away irowm the stoops and graes plots ol people who
have no LITTLE TOMBOYS,

MANULE AND SWILL MILK.
To Tux Eviror oF 1ue HERALD (— .

1 would respectiuliy ask ycur Kind permission to call
atieution by ns of your “‘Compleint Book ' 1o tha
disgracelul and unhealthy condition of the lois sitiate
in East Filtocuth strect, betweon avenues B ana €, It s
o great nulsance. Scavengers' trucks Aud carts stand
there during the day while the proprietors ul the
manire dump are baving manure hagled v and fro,
The attention of  Mr, Bergh, and woalth nushorines 14
also culled Lo Lo cow stables 1o rear of these lote, e
cows are conlined 1o ciose, dirty suables, boing ted on
swill, rotten apples, &c.  1t1s also alinost bmpossilie
1o stind tho swelis arising irom these lots, spd much
ol the prevaillug sickpess among the ebildren o! thia
noighborkood must bo caused by this nulsnnes on hig
Nod 610 1o 612 Kast Fillvsnth street, G PN,

DEFORM IN THE TENTH WARID.
To Tug Emitoi oF THE HERALD —

Eldridgo street, between Rivingion and Stanton, 15 a
disgrnce to the ward, No decont woman can pass by
without being 1nsulted by females of 1l ropule, My
wife was insoited last weak, and eomplainis at the
Tenth Procinet staid on bouse did not relieve us of ths
puwisance. [f Captain Knss would take a walk tirgugh
thnt block in the eveming he would see lur Limsgit
that 1t 18 really so. Will the Pohoee Commissoners
ploaee gend us that hero, Japtain Wiloams, tor o [t
while, snd wo taxpuyers will bu bappy W recoive
him? L8

CHULCH BEATHR FOI BTRANGERS.
To Tnx Eprror or tur HEnaen:—

Some wevks ngo | walked o Jong distance to attend
service at Dr, Hall's Cburch, Filth avenue. When !
entered thoero were not a dozen persons in the body
of the chyrch; | stood nearly an hour, and, wnnlle
from exbaustivn to remain sisoding longer, relurned
botne, No seat was offered we nor did | see'any ur-

raugemwent lor providing aoy.
AN ELDERLY LADY AND A CHURCH MEMBER

A CHANCE FOR EXPLANATION,
To ok Eviton o toe Hemard: —

Some mounths age a moussier enterialnment was
given at the Hippodrome, and It was advertised that
the procecds were Lo be given to the poor of the Twenty-
first wurd. Some of the promoent politicions of s
ward were upon the committes haviug the wakter 1a
cnarge, aund 1 should 11Ke 1o ask them whut bas bees
done wilh the proceods /

TWENTY.FIRST WARDE,

A CRY FROM HIGH BRIDGE

To toe Emron o o8 HERALD —

sinco you have successlully pushed your way ints
bho dense jungles ol Alrica and tbe swamps of Florida,
nout to mention, last, though not lenst, the berriie
highways and byways ol New York city, I eutreat you
to ald us, who, though living in one of the moss benas-
tiiul envirens of the city, you flud 1L DeRrly us innss
cessible as eitbor of tbe above places ns lar as rupid
| trausiv 18 concernod. Woy will wot Mr. Vanderoje
wive Highbridgeville moro truins ot Bours W suik busi-
ness men and women? The Fighth aveunue road
| would do a clover thing (o put dumwies ab onoe wpo
| the upper part of ity road and so sceomplish rupnd
trausit toF & large and gratelul nomber ol persous who
now depond upon It lor daily carriago Lo and from the
city, CROGLS,

BOTH BIDIS OF THE SPITZ QUESTION.
To tug Eviron or Tk Hemaun:—

1 am surprised to seo that you are rasiog such a hue
and cry againss the 3pitz dog, " Te say that the bite of
a =piz dog ls more venomonous and eapable of jifo.
dueing bydrophobia oftener than the bite of any other
moember of Lbhe canine race I8 stply absuid,  Tuat
e wetnper of tho Hpitez 14 more quiek and gl
grant, but tiat it sbowid be extermiosted 9 s and
for (be iuagiontive piew of s oo being wore harmial
b4 ubjust nod barburons Al
To ruk Evivow or tne Hegarni—

Since you have doue so much good in the matter of
HSpite vogs, will you kindly soe what you can seeay-
plish in getting rid of a more dangerous brute® in
the rear of No, 310 West Thirty-elghith strees, back of 4
Pair ol staird, 18 Kopl o dog as ierge as g geod slsed oar,

reporter of the Henaty, 1 couldn't Fun s beer salvon |

wint spirits, and i1 L cannot provide thom with them |

e svening |
thare wosk a temporance gathericg in ®t Michael's |
lempor- |

A few dayn ago John Derthaut, tomporarily rosid-
ing st No, 91 Greeno street pebding his depariure for
| Burope, was ewindled out of $2358 by two Lialian con- | gua
| flaence men named Giaseppe Colembo and Gluseppe
They were arraigned belore Judge Wandall

audell yeslerany | uopgsion by the polgeman ;

ik b 1o the House of detention o delault of $1,000
Dl Ly insaro Bie presence a8 & withess sgaiust Colombe |

The certificate of incorporation of the Fountaln Guan
| Clab, of the county of Kings, wis spproved yesterday
by dustice Baroard, of the Kings Uounty Suprems
Court.  The elub is organized for the enforcoment of | awnrfe that | bt no menus ol defence aud thst
the game Inwk and ordinatioes, to prevent dhe nninwial | rufhsn could call 1or assistance, amld I eousidorng on

A inbuman destroction of gnme, abd Tor bmproyve.
The clul 18 nlso dengned

o bring togethor 1a social intercourse the spurtsmoen

s black aod a8 savage, The stairs belpg opon the doyg
can canily put s bead through or around teue whed
soide nny porson who may be ascendipg. | have nare
| rowly escapod twice only by jumiping three or iour
stops,  Tho dog is conined, but Wik cliarn 8 g9 lung
that he bus plenty ol play, anda, il 1 wero short, the
Birongest ol chaius (8 Lable to break with the s
Jork of bis pondorons budy flying at any nors
may see, AN ULD sUSSCRIBEM,
To vk Boirror o Tie HERALD  —

I am surpriged mt the exireme course you have tiken
n regara (o tue Spiiz dog. 1 am au admirer of tho
caniuo race, and natnrnliy feel lndiguant at the cry
that 8 boing ramed against the same, partieulariy the
| Spitz dog, My exporience does bot carry out vour
; views | ibink the Spitd dog as harmless, a8 rogards

s bite, as auy other dog. GOt
[ ; —_—
r DANGERS OF THE PARK
To e EpiTok oF THE HERALD (=
Lost Sunday evening | took a young lady friend foe
adtroll through the Park. We wought seats uear the
| entrance at Broadway and Eighth avenue, but wers

: compuelled to walk on uotll near a pile of rocks we
| discovered aw sunk, which we took. Heing protected

| from the ehilly wind by some high ground and shrub-

bery and rocks uear us, wo sat comboriably, ebaiting
! together, We must have sat thers some time, lor iy
| compauion remarked, 1 think it must be late; | bear

no ope wallking through the Fark." 1 lovked st iy
wutch, but could not svo the tioe.  The lady rose, sl
sudrl«nl; spe romarked, “Look! there s some ong
coming.’t | turoed quockly, aud against the gasiighie
from s sunken stroet cioss by | observed o Dgure
crogehing duewn and approsching gader eovor oo tho
stimdow masa BY the gh grouod, | was retior
wartled, an wan the lady, and | supposed st opco thas
wOmo man intended Lo deal e a clow and robom
| thad loneiy part of 1he Park. | was unarmed, wit
i noeane gven, aod lelt very much congeried, £

an b bad n deiy with me, Wihen the man

AL
| aware that he nd been discovervd o ran 1o us velure
wie Bd Limo o Know what 1o do or wiat to expect,

wid sged (e Jady by the armm, Sbhe st oboe dfew
back and oxamimod, CDon't you dare (o touen me,
I snw toar it was o Park policeman.  Now,
| wir, | eanuot eouceive wihat object the rough fellow
| b it approscliing us 1 the maoper he did.  We wern
| mltlng hoar & walk, pot at all covered from view.  ur

Oficer Teraro, of the | fgures conld be secn distiBeLly against the sky by any
| Court Squad, while working up aunether similar chan,
| yesterday discovered that Herthaut tind socured pas-

nige for Furope on the steamer Cannda, baving re-
Iriends of Colombo wud Torchio the

il ninount=-§2i8—in hen ol an order ou (he prope
| erty clerk for that wmount, twken irom the two mon.

wue passing by,  Wa mado no attempl al concenimenl,
and wlf conversalion wid carfied on 1o o lowd Yougen,
and trequently with laughter, The exéune the tellow
gowe when | asKed bim what he wanied was, “lv
| vime (o go oyt "

1 destro 10 call tha special attention of the Fark Coms
| mponers to this unwarranisd csse of impertinent
for W they will uot o
| ploy vroper per:ons o guard and protect visitora

the Park, and will  retain  ralllane who 40
mbouk st dark, secreting  themsalves, in oraor
thaul they may pounce upon respeciable  peoarils

| who go out for a bréath ol [resh wir, who mm}
| their own allaira, and who do nol violato apy laws o
| propriewy by #ikting in s public park i plaiu view of
F il people passing, then they must pol Ye surpeisoll

wolne Lime respeolable peopie tekke the Jaw (ntothe e

uwih ands and thees and then deliver a castigation o
{ tha eflvnding brate, which ho so riehly merns. Hene
L

tor a titod, nervous and sick giv;, who with me it
e compmilod 1o spend o night (0 A station hanse .
iertiblo disgrace Lo a respeciable by — 1 wadd nandion g
but moved on meekly, VENTRAL Falils



